
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 12 
1 Kings 12:1-5 - Rehoboam becomes king 

 

1 Kings 12:6-11 - Two voices of advice 

 

v. 4 - there appears to be some hope that the new “administration” under Rehoboam will relieve the nation of the burden 

of Solomon’s reign.  Perhaps there is a hope that things will get better - and so the people gather to appeal for just 

that. 

 

v. 6-7 - “the elders who had served his father Solomon” - serve the people and they will serve you forever. 

 

 v. 8 - “the young men who grew up with him…” - show them who’s boss!   

 

1 Kings 12:12-15 - Rehoboam’s Reply 

 

 Q - What are the dangers of ignoring the advice of the “elders” in our lives? 

Q - What is the temptation of listening to our “buddies”? 

 

Team of Rivals: “In 1860, prairie lawyer and former one-term congressman Abraham Lincoln stunned the country by prevailing 

over three prominent rivals—William H. Seward, Salmon P. Chase, and Edward Bates—to win the Republican nomination for 

President. Perhaps equally surprising was what Lincoln did after being elected President: He appointed all three rivals to his 

cabinet—Seward as secretary of state, Chase as secretary of the treasury, and Bates as attorney general.  His explanation at 

the time was that these were the strongest men in the country. He declared that at a time of peril, the country needed to have 

the strongest men, and that he couldn't deprive it of those talents. 

 

It was very like Lincoln: He was taking the long view, but he was also thinking of himself, and both of those things came 

together.  But it took an enormous amount of self-confidence. What he did was unprecedented at that time. The idea was that you 

should appoint people who think the way you do. 

 

A set of emotional strengths was the foundation of Lincoln's political genius. He understood that human relations are at the 

core of politics and that if you deal with people in the right manner, you are going to be able to work effectively with them. The 

qualities we associate with human greatness—such as sensitivity, empathy, compassion, kindness, honesty—are also keys to 

political success. 

 

When something went well, Lincoln always shared the credit. When something went wrong, he shouldered his share of the blame. 

When he himself made a mistake, he acknowledged it immediately. He made time for each of his cabinet members, so that they all 

felt they had access to him. He treated them all respectfully and fairly. - Doris Kearns Goodwin, (author “Team of Rivals: The 

Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln, via interview in Prologue Magazine, Spring 2006, Vol. 38, No. 1) via 

https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2006/spring/interview.html 
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Q - Who is in our circle of influence?  Who do we not allow in that circle?  How do we respond to a message, via sermon 

or conversation that speaks against what we plan, think or want? 

 

1 Kings 12:16-19 - The people rebel and reject Rehoboam 

 

Recognizing their voices are ignored, the nation rejects Rehoboam.  In his attempt to be “feared” or “honored” by his 

subjects, he ends up looking like a joke.  In fact after they reject him, he tries to amp up his power over them (v. 18) and 

they kill his representative.  Now he runs away back home. 

 

As a result, the local tribes of Judah (and Benjamin) remain (reluctantly) under his authority and the tribes of “Israel” 

(aka northern 10 tribes) secede and make Jeroboam their new king (v. 20) 

 

1 Kings 12:21-24 - Judah prepares to fight for the united kingdom - The LORD says: “Don’t do it!” 

 

Rehoboam assembles his army to fight for the united kingdom - and a prophet (v. 22 - ‘man of God’) named Shemaiah brings 

the word of the LORD.  God says “don’t go and fight against your relatives.  Everyone go home.  This is happening because 

I’m causing it to happen.” NASB: “this thing has come from me” 

 

And the people (not necessarily Rehoboam) “listened to the word of the LORD” (v. 24). 

 

Remember, for anyone in Jerusalem that is 80 years old - they would have only known what life is like under the reign of 

David and Solomon.  For anyone 40 years and older, only Solomon’s kingdom. There was an assumption in those days that 

the LORD was with the king and behind his actions and decisions 

(because He was!).  Now, they have to receive a special word to go 

against what the king has planned, because he is going his own 

way. 

 

1 Kings 12:25-33 - Jeroboam’s First Acts As King 

 

What a time to be alive! (and not in the good sense of the phrase!).  The 
new king of the northern, divided Kingdom of God’s covenant people, with 

his first acts as king, makes, not one but TWO golden calves (v. 28)!  

David's first act as king was to take Jerusalem and return the ark of the 

covenant!  Solomon’s early acts included asking the LORD for wisdom and 

building the temple!!  Jeroboam builds two golden calves and appoints non-

Levitical priests to work the new worship areas that he builds for these 

idols (v. 31)!  Then he creates his own Feast of Tabernacles-like festival 

so that his subjects will be happy and not feel like they are missing out.  

He places one idol in the north and one in the south of Israel (see map). 

 

And why does he do it?   
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“1 Kings 12:26-28 (NLT) - Jeroboam thought to himself, "Unless I am careful, the kingdom will return to the dynasty of 

David.  27 When these people go to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices at the Temple of the LORD, they will again give their 

allegiance to King Rehoboam of Judah. They will kill me and make him their king instead."  28 So on the advice of his 

counselors, the king made two gold calves. He said to the people, "It is too much trouble for you to worship in Jerusalem. 

Look, Israel, these are the gods who brought you out of Egypt!" 

 

To keep the kingdom for himself, he made it easy for the people to seek after false Gods.  He made it legal and convenient.  And 

the convenience  made it easier for them to commit idolatry.  The Northern Kingdom of Israel was still worshipping - and perhaps 

even calling their God by the name of “Yahweh” for they were identifying these golden calves as “the gods who brought you out 

of Egypt” - but they were breaking the first and second commandments of Yahweh! And the nation of Israel will never recover.  

What a time to be alive, indeed. 
 

We live in the age of convenience.  We can have fast food, groceries delivered, fly to LA in hours, get massages, facetime with 

loved ones around the world and on and on and on. While convenience brings great advantage to our lives in our modern era, it 

is not a virtue when it comes to our relationship with God.  

 

This entire chapter highlights the slippery slope towards disaster than “convenience” brings.  It’s convenient to only listen to 

the voices which tell you what you want to hear. It’s convenient to revise the way you worship to fit around your life or 

schedule.  It’s convenient to improvise.  It’s convenient to make a “new” way to honor God that requires less sacrifice.  But while 

convenience may lead to the allusion of faithfulness and devotion, convenience also leads to rebellion and ruin.  True obedience 

and allegiance to the way of God, even when sacrifice is required and it’s inconvenient, leads to life and safety and his 

presence.  Choose which is more important to you. 
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